
         
        Psalm 139 was the theme for our National Women’s Conference - “I praise you because I am fearfully and 
wonderfully made; your works are wonderful; I know that full well. How precious to me are your thoughts, God! 
How vast is the sum of them!” God has made us wonderfully and for a special purpose – to know Him and make 
Him known to others. 

The Book I Will Never Write 
        Every day working on the Mission Field is full of adventure and people and different experiences. I really 
could write a chapter a day in a fascinating book about our life.  Don’t worry – I do not plan on writing a book! 
However, when I sit down to write a newsletter and reflect on what’s happened since the last time I wrote, I 
admit that it seems a bit overwhelming and actually impossible to put into words. I’ll just mention a few 
highlights here.  God bless you for reading and praying and supporting our efforts to share Christ and lead people 
to Him. 

        In March we took a quick trip to Campo Mourão for a Field Conference 
meeting and to see our longtime friends Jeff and Jane Swanson (Hannah Lee’s 
parents). We enjoyed going to seminary together back in 1982 and have shared 
many experiences through the years even though we have lived so far from each 
other in different mission fields.  
  

        Soon afterwards we received a cry for help from our son Matthew and his wife 
Ednay.  They are missionaries in Paraguay with three young children.  Both of them were 
totally debilitated with a disease called Chikungunya which is a mosquito-borne disease 
causing extreme joint pain and high fevers. We dropped everything and traveled to 
Paraguay to be with them until after Easter when they were feeling  better.  Of course, 
we managed to have a wonderful time with the grandchildren ☺ and enjoyed 
participating with them in their work for a couple of weeks.  They still are not feeling 
100% - pray for them. 
        When we arrived home, I “burned the midnight oil” for three weeks finishing up the registration and all the 
little details for our National Women’s Conference which was held at the end of April. It was well worth all the 
effort as we had 120 women from many of our Free Lutheran churches in Brazil together for three days of 
fellowship and teaching and prayer. Ednay was one of our speakers. She did a wonderful job sharing about 
motherhood. That weekend we had a full house here at home, too, with about 20 people in and out. 
        Our World Missions director, Earl Korhonen, and his wife Joan were with us during the Conference and the 
following week.  In early May we accompanied them on a trip to our churches in Vitória, Espírito Santo, where 
we spent time with the 4 pastors and families and three congregations there.  On Saturday and Sunday, I 
ministered to the children’s groups, Paul translated for Earl’s messages, and the four of us sang special music.  
We had a fun time.   
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        Immediately following our time there Paul and I took two days to celebrate our 44th wedding anniversary 
at a cute bed and breakfast in the mountains nearby before heading back to our crazy life in rural Bateias where 
things are happening all the time.  
        May 14th was Mother’s Day.  We celebrated at church and with family.  It’s nice to be “mom” to so many!  
 
  Pastors in Vitoria pictured with us and Korhonens.                                                                Christina, Mom, 

Joanna                                                                                                                                     
 
        This Sunday we hosted a church family dinner at the ARCA for 170 people after a special church service 
to celebrate FAMILIES. Our Sunday morning services have been flourishing and new people are coming every 
week.  It’s an exciting season for the work in Bateias with special ministries for all age groups.  
        Our church in São Braz, Curitiba, has been vandalized twice in the past two weeks. We are strengthening 
the security of the property and the buildings (again) to increase the safety of the Mighty Fortress church. We 
pray for the vandals and pray for God’s protection.  
 

             
 
What’s ahead in the next chapter of our missionary work? 
        We’re busy planning the monthly Bible Club for June and the upcoming VBS and camp during the 
vacation period in July.  In June we will also have visits from two teams from the U.S. – one group from Christ 
is Lord Free Lutheran in Onalaska, WI, in the beginning of June, and a Journey Missions group coming for 
almost three weeks after that.  We will travel to Iguaçu Falls to minister in our churches there and accompany 
the Journey Missions team from Falls to Campo Mourão and on to Bateias. Another young American couple 
plans to come in June and spend about six months here as they prepare for future mission work. Pray for us as 
we try to keep up with all the demands. 
        We weren’t able to see ourselves clear to come to the U.S. on furlough this year, so we have decided to 
postpone our furlough until mid-2024 at which time we will be considering a semi-retirement plan for future 
mission work, starting in 2025. Please pray for us that we may have wisdom in choosing and training people to 
take over our roles (at least some of them).   
        We send heartfelt thanks and blessings to you as we continue to live our lives for His glory, Paul and Becky 
 
Contributions to our ministry can be mailed to AFLC World Missions 3110 E. Medicine Lake Blvd Minneapolis, 
MN 55441 or given online at www.aflcworldmissions.org/online-giving/  

http://www.aflcworldmissions.org/online-giving/

