
Abel Family -- April 2023 -- Paraguay

Christ is Risen!

I just cannot begin this April newsletter any other way. The resurrection of Jesus
Christ changes EVERYTHING. It changed history and it changes lives every day. As
we look forward to our own resurrection we work to bring the reality of resurrection to
the lives of those around us.

1 Peter 1:3-4 "Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to
his great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, to an inheritance that is imperishable,
undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you,"

Looking Back

Health

This past month has been full of ups and downs. We have had many encouraging
signs of faith and many discouraging infirmities. Mafú had surgery to remove his
tonsils and before he had a chance to recover he and Ednay both came down with
Chikungunya fever. Palm Sunday service had to be canceled and Paul and Becky
Abel came to the rescue to care for the kids and nurse Mafú and Nay back to health. 
Chikungunya is a terrible virus that is transmitted by a mosquito. It causes joint pain,
muscle pain, rash and high fevers among a variety of other possible symptoms. The
virus has been at epidemic levels here in Paraguay for the past couple of months and
it seems like just about everyone we know has had it. We recovered well and are only
dealing with a few minor sequelae. 
Tragically, Fatima, a pregnant woman who faithfully attended our kids club bringing
her daughter and son, died from complications with Chikungunya. The baby lives. As
Fatima was dying the premature baby was safely delivered. Fatima's funeral was
difficult to attend but we hope in the Lord, and we continue ministering to Ignacio and

 



his three children.

Ministry

Blanca is a woman who, along with her three daughters (Luna, Majo and Sofie) has
been attending church with us and bible studies with Ednay. We have accompanied
this family as they ride the complicated "rollercoaster"of life. Javier (the husband and
father) lives and works 500 miles across the country. He has lived and worked away
from the family for many years. Please pray for this family as they deal with health
issues, relationship issues, financial issues and spiritual issues. Pray for wisdom as
we minister to this family.

Zoey cool pig and Ian Resurrection Sunday

Looking Ahead

International Guests

We are looking forward to a visit from the World Missions Director Earl Korhonen and
his wife Joan. They arrive next Thursday (April 20th) and will have the opportunity to
participate in an evangelistic Kid's club as well as witness a baptism on Sunday. We
are excited to be able to share these moments with them.

Trip to Brazil

We will make a quick trip to Brazil with Earl and Joan. In one week we will work on
Brazilian documentation for Boaz, take part in a wedding and Ednay will speak at the
women's conference. Pray for our plans and safe travels.



Nay and Blanca Family with Paul and Becky
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