
Coming and Going… and Coming Again! 

Well I don’t know how your April was but ours was 

popping!!! Lots of children coming and going, lots 

of special moments and wonderful surprises. And 

more than one moment of heartbreak. In summary 

- life! 

Our adventure begins with two old favorites, who 

we thought had left us in February! Nicolas, who 

has been an on again, off again member of the  

Miriam Home since he was 3 years old, left to join 

a couple who wanted to adopt him. 

My concern was that this couple, 

though well intentioned, was not a 

good home for Nicolas. Well, after 

two months, the couple agreed, and 

Nicolas returned to the Miriam Home. 

Because he is now 12 years old, he 

only stayed for two weeks before he 

moved to another children's home in Campo 

Mourao, that is for teen-age boys.  

Though we really want a family for Nicolas, it is 

wonderful that he knows he always has a home 

with us! The two weeks he stayed with us was for 

him to readjust and find his bearings—he does that 

because he feels at peace with us. The home that 

he moved to is a good step for him. It is an Evan-

gelical home, with discipleship, youth group and 

church. Also it is smaller -there are only five boys 

in the house and they are responsible for cleaning 

their own rooms, washing their own clothes - things 

that were done for him by the tias in the Miriam 

Home, but are good for him to learn!  

The second return is … Thayla (12)! This precious 

girl has been in a downward spiral over the last 

year, because of serious problems in her own life 

and her susceptibility to the influence of others. We   

really did not want her to return, both for her safety 

and that of the other children, but there was no   

other option. After just weeks her family said she 

was too aggressive to stay with them and she was 

expulsed from the school in her hometown.  

She has been back for a month now, though her 

first week was not good! During the week-end, when 

we have fewer staff, Thayla 

and another teen decided to 

see how much they could     

torment a neighbor (the dean of 

the Bible School!) throwing 

rocks and screaming at one 

window. Then they attacked 

another child and threatened to 

break the legs of a house mom! Stern measures 

had to be taken, including calling the police and for 

a few days the house was calmer. A week later her 

partner in crime left the Miriam Home and since 

then Thayla’s behavior has improved immensely. 

We are working with her and praying that she will 

allow the Holy Spirit to be the influence in her life, 

instead of people drawing her in to the world’s ways.  

A third return to the Miriam Home was Vitoria (13 

years old). She is the older sister of Gilmar and 

Isaque, and arrived with them in 

2022 (for the 2nd time) but she left 

to live with an older sibling near the 

end of last year. It wasn’t a great 

match and so Victoria returned to 

us. Her impact on all the children 

was significant, but the effect on 

Thayla and her brother Gilmar were the strongest, 

provoking them to do wrong and rejoicing when they 

were punished. Just two weeks ago Victoria went to 

live with her grandmother in a neighboring state. We 

hope the separation from the people and places she 

knows will give her a new opportunity to open her 

heart to the truths she has heard during the last 

months.  

First Timers! 

The first has to be a first timer to the Miriam Home, 

because we drove his mom to the delivery room! 

You will remember Mariana (16), who came to us 

the end of last year, three months pregnant. 
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Well, Murillo made an early appear-

ance the end of March. Because of 

some complications   

Murillo was born one 

month early, but strong 

and healthy and after just 

10 days was able to 

come back to the Miriam Home with his 

mom. He is a beautiful little boy and we 

are very glad that Mariana is a protective, doting 

mother (though she did let me burp him 

most days—apparently I have the gift!). 

Just a week ago Mariana and Murillo 

left the Miriam Home, to live with 

Mariana’s great aunt. We are praying 

for God’s protection over both!  

The next arrival was Julia, a very sweet girl who ar-

rived just in time for her 11th 

birthday. Julia came because of 

serious problems with her father, 

and stayed long enough for her 

mother to request custody and 

show that she had a safe envi-

ronment for Julia. That took 

about a month, and during that 

time we ere blessed to have the 

gentle child with us. One of the blessings was to see 

her have the opposite impact on Thayla. They quick-

ly became friends, but when Thayla and Victoria got 

up to mischief she stepped away, not wanting any 

part. When Victoria left Thayla took Julia’s attitudes 

as a standard and began playing more and fighting 

less. Julia is now with her mother and we are pray-

ing that she will continue to grow in God’s grace! 

Now comes Henzo (9 years old, our second boy 

with this name in two months)! This amazing young 

man is autistic, which clearly shows in his love for 

order. He is also very intelligent, frank, and very,  

very funny. Pr Silvio has the habit 

o taking the children out, in small 

groups for an ice cream or pastel 

(keeping careful track to make 

sure everyone goes or there would 

be problems!). Recently he told 

Gilmar that it was about time for 

the “men of the house” to go out for pastels. The 

word spread and the other day Henzo came to the 

office and asked Silvio “Gilmar said you are taking 

the boys out for pastels.” Silvio confirmed the plan 

and Henzo looked him right in the eye and said 

“I’m a boy.”  Yes he is! Silvio was questioning if he 

should take Henzo on the outing because new 

places are hard for him, but the question was not 

settled.  

Henzo won a place in my heart because he calls 

everyone by their first name (no messing around 

with tio and tia) except for me, who he just calls 

grandma! He came to us because he was being 

raised by his grandma, who became ill and passed 

away. Maybe I look like her, I don’t know, but I’m 

glad he feels like he has a grandma close at hand.  

We have three more introductions! Betina (1 

year), Levi (6 months) and Luaura (9 months). 

All three are with us because they were at risk   

because of their parents drug use. All are so 

amazing and we are blessed to have them with us. 

Betina is the youngest sibling of Yasmin and     

Bryan, who were just recently adopted. Please 

pray for the parents of these precious babies, that 

they would recognize their lost state and come to      

Jesus!  
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